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Academic posters are an important way of 
communicating the outcomes of 
undergraduate student research and are a 
requirement for all students in their 4th 
year at the McMaster University Bachelor 
of Health Sciences (Honours) program. An 
annual poster day event serves as a 
culminating achievement of an 
undergraduate research project, and it 
allows students to gain experience in 
translating their research efforts into a 
visual format for sharing with faculty and 
their peers. 

Introduction

During the 2020-2021 academic year, the 
COVID-19 pandemic moved all 
undergraduate academic activities into an 
online format with many students 
completing their research projects virtually. 
To ensure that students did not miss the 
opportunity to have the experience of 
producing an academic poster, the annual 
poster day in April 2021 was also moved to 
an online format.

The Problem

Poster abstracts and the associated details were submitted using an online form (Google 
Forms) to ensure that consistent data were collected for each submitted poster. Several 
questions relating to the student, project supervisor(s), and course code were collected 
during the submission process to allow for the efficient generation of a poster day 
website (using Google Sites) and the development of the BHSc annual poster and thesis 
abstract books.

Methods

Although uploading a poster attachment to a Google Form requires all respondents to be logged in with a valid Google account,
undergraduate students email accounts at McMaster are Google accounts. A backend Google Sheet spreadsheet is used to store 
incoming submissions, and this process automatically generates a formatted web link to the submitted poster file stored in Google Drive. 
The spreadsheet will also be adapted as a mail merge data source to create the abstract books and the basic web page format for the 
poster day. 
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