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HTHSCI Project & Thesis Courses for 2021-22

Mandatory project and thesis courses are part of the degree requirements of the 
BHSc (Hons) Program and a valuable part of your education.  Public health 
actions to protect the health of our community and limit the spread of SARS-
CoV-2 infections will change the contours of the landscape for undergraduate 
students to be involved in research to develop their skills and experiences, but 
does not eliminate this important part of your learning.  We have been devising 
contingency plans to ensure that everyone who wants to will still have 
opportunities to participate in activities that will build your research skills toolbox 
and put those skills to work, and also fulfill your degree requirements, even if 
you're not able to find a supervisor.

Research that involves in-person activities is permitted provided that the 
relevant institutional policies and public health guidance are followed.  

For students who have difficulty finding a supervisor, we have created alternative 
means of fulfilling the learning objectives and course requirements.
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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be an 
evolving situation .  Although we have 

designed these contingency plans to be as 
robust as possible given the uncertainty, the 

fact is that any or all of this could change in 
response to changes in the pandemic 
epidemiology and in accordance with 

government and institutional policy and 
guidance.  
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If you are unable to find a supervisor, you can complete your degree 
requirements for 3H03 or a senior project/thesis using these alternatives:

HTHSCI 3HR3 - Research Skills is available in the Winter semester for students who 
are unable to find a supervisor for their 3rd year project.  The course includes a series 
of online learning modules that address a range of research skills and approaches, 
along with synchronous discussions with the instructors and other students.  

HTHSCI 4BR6 - Research Skills and Application is available as a full-year course for 
students who are unable to find a supervisor for a 4th year project or thesis.  The 
course includes a series of online learning modules that address a range of research 
skills and approaches, along with synchronous discussions with the instructors and 
other students.  In addition, students will work on a mini-research project that allows 
them to apply the skills they have developed.  

HTHSCI 3HR3 and 4BR6 require permission to register.  Please contact a student 
advisor for permission.

Students who took 3HR3 last year will be allowed to take 4BR6 this year, but they will 
have to complete different modules than they completed in 3HR3.

IN-PERSON RESEARCH

See the Project and 
Thesis Course Hubs 
on our website for 
forms, FAQs and 

other information.

In-person research is permitted, provided that institutional policies allow it.   For 
research being done under the supervision of a university faculty member (at 
McMaster or elsewhere), supervisors may have to secure approval from the 
faculty and university research officials to have people in their research facilities, 
which will not necessarily be approved, and which may be revoked if 
conditions change.  These approvals are not at the discretion of the BHSc 
(Hons) Program.  For research being done with community partner organizations, 
in-person research activities are permitted provided that the organization permits it 
and that the relevant public health directives are followed.

Due to the  possibility of disruption to in-person research activities during the 
year, all students who are undertaking in-person research should have a 
contingency plan in place with their supervisor about how the project would pivot if 
the planned activities could not be completed.

ALTERNATIVES TO PROJECT AND THESIS COURSES

https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/projectcourses/
https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/thesiscourses/



