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 2023 
SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

for Level 1 and 2 Applicants 

Applicants are asked to answer TWO of the prompts; choose ONE of the three options  
given for Question 1, and ONE of the three options given for Question 2.   

Your responses will be limited to 1500 characters for each question, including punctuation and spaces. 

Your responses to these questions must be prepared entirely by you.  Posting answers on the internet or 
working with others to prepare your responses is not permitted, and may result in removal from the applicant 

pool. 

Level 1 Applicants will receive instructions for accessing the online submission site in early February 2023.   
Level 2 Transfer Applicants will receive access to the online submission site in early May 2023. 

For more details (including complete application requirements, deadline dates, frequently asked questions, 
information about how to submit your application, and other details about the program and our admissions 

process) see our website. 

  

https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/future-students
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QUESTION 1 — Answer 1 of the following 3 questions: 
 

OPTION A: In Season 2, Episode 21 (“Peak Performance”) of STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION, the 
android Data loses a strategy game to an opponent; believing that the loss means that he must be 
malfunctioning, he asks to be removed from duty. Captain Jean-Luc Picard tells Data that “it is possible 
to commit no mistakes and still lose. That is not a weakness – that is life.”  Discuss. 

 

- OR – 

 

OPTION B: Thomas King gave the 2003 CBC MASSEY LECTURE SERIES entitled The Truth About Stories: A Native Narrative. In 
it, he comments on the centrality of dichotomies (that is, a sharp binary distinction between two things understood to 
be opposites) in many Western narratives: “We do love our dichotomies. Rich/poor, strong/weak, right/wrong… We 
trust easy opposites. We are suspicious of complexities, distrustful of contradictions, fearful of enigma.” What 
dichotomy do you find to be especially problematic, and why do you think it is important to take a more complex view 
of that issue? 

- OR - 

OPTION C: Every year, students in the BHSc (Hons) Program stage a musical.  In 2022, the show was called 
Health Sci Hears a Who, in which the Program administration announced that all students needed to complete 
a special task in order to graduate.  When the email arrived with instructions for the task, it consisted of a single 
word, "Who?", with no additional guidance provided, and the characters needed to figure how to respond to 
that in order to complete the assignment. Now we turn that task over to you:  Who? 
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QUESTION 2 — Answer 1 of the following 3 questions: 
 

OPTION A: In The Hill We Climb (2021), National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman wrote “...being 
American is more than a pride we inherit. It’s the past we step into and how we repair it.”  What aspect of the 
past will you play a role in repairing? 

 

- OR - 

OPTION B: The World Health Organization (WHO) is an agency of the United Nations, aiming to provide global leadership in health, 
coordinating global responses to health threats, worldwide health promotion, setting international health standards, and more.  There 
are nearly 70 WHO Teams, each of which is responsible for developing and implementing programs in a particular area.  There are 
currently 12 WHO Teams seeking new Directors: 

Environment, Climate 
Change & Health 

Access to Medicines & 
Health Products 

Control of Neglected 
Tropical Diseases 

Digital Health  
& Innovation 

Global Influenza  
Program 

Social Determinants of 
Health 

One Health 
 Initiative 

Water Sanitation  
& Health 

Maternal Health  
Unit 

Immunization,  
Vaccines & Biologicals 

Health Systems 
Governance & Financing 

Noncommunicable 
Diseases 

A recruiter has approached you to find out whether you would be interested in applying for one of these directorships. Your application 
must include a short proposal for what you would do if your Team was given $20 million* to use for a high-impact project.  Which 
Team would you be interested in leading, and what would you propose to do with the $20 million? 

*Canadian dollars 
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- OR - 

OPTION C: A University President has encouraged members of their university to get involved in the community 
and transfer the fruits of their scholarship from the so-called ‘ivory tower’ to the messy world. In response, a 
consortium of professors with diverse talents and expertise proposed a project that would develop a novel concept 
for an eclectic restaurant in a culturally diverse modern city. The team of neuroscientists, psychologists, chemists, 
engineers, anthropologists, historians, and sociologists have joined with faculty from the business school to develop 
a restaurant concept they call Objective Structured Taste Enterprises (OSTEs).  A menu has been developed for the 
OSTEs drawing on ancient and modern recipes from many different cultures, and applying contemporary science 
from molecular gastronomy, food science, and the physiology of taste.  

To evaluate the success of the project, the consortium wanted to develop an indicator that would capture more than just financial 
success. They developed a new index that they call the $ucCess Index ($CI) that incorporates information about sales along with 
patterns of selection from the menu, staff morale, customer ratings of the dishes, and number of return customers. The $CI was 
evaluated and found to be a reliable and valid indicator of performance based on these priorities. 

A year ago, they opened 5 OSTE locations in different parts of the city, and now they are launching a task force to gauge the success 
of the project so far.  You have agreed to lead this task force, and your first meeting with the group is next week.  You have been 
provided with the Quarterly $CI scores for each location (see below), and asked to set an agenda for the discussion.  Considering the 
project’s goals and the $CI data, what 3 questions will you prioritize for discussion at the first meeting? 

OSTE Location 
Name 

$ucCess Index ($CI) Score 

1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 

Adeyemi’s 150 135 120 110 

Huynh’s 130 140 150 150 

Jones’s 150 100 40 29 

Khouri’s 100 130 145 150 

Silva’s 130 100 65 90 

 


